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A LIST OF THE INSECTS OF BEULAH, NEWMEXICO.

EDITED BY HENRYSKINNER.

In the summer of 1901 I determined to go to the Rocky Mountain?

on a collecting expedition and vacation, and was influenced to select

Beulah, New Mexico, from the fact that Prof. T. D. A. Cockered

had taken Argynnis nitocris there. The country was represented to

me as interesting from a scenic standpoint and also a good place

entomologically.

Beulah is situated in Sapello canon in the main range of the Rocky

Mountains, about thirty miles north-west of Las Vegas in San Miguel

County, New Mexico. The elevation of Beulah Post Office (Bark-

er's ranch) is about 7,250 feet. My headquarters was at Blake's

ranch, 8,000 feet elevation. The fauna and flora here are those of

the Canadian zone. The Sapello river runs through the canon and

at Beulah is a small but swiftly running creek.

I arrived on the morning of August, the 9th, and left on August,

the 26th, thus having sixteen days collecting. Rain fell every day

but one during my stay. The thunder storms of the rainy season

usually commenced in the afternoon, and unfortunately left every-

thing wet for some time on the mornings following. It was gener-

ally ten A.. M before the vegetation was dry enough to permit fair

collecting. However, by hard work I managed to get a considerable

number of insects of all orders. Coleoptera were comparatively

scarce, as were also the night flying moths, and very few of the latter

were taken at night. The best night catch of moths was made dur-

ing a rain storm. No sugaring was attempted. Vegetation is pro-

lific, and the timber line is well toward the top of the main range

(11,000 feet). During the month of August the nights and morn-

ings are quite cool and fire is necessary for comfort.

When I returned to Philadelphia and mounted the material col-

lected, I turned it over to various specialists for study and determin-

ation, and feel very grateful to the entomological friends who have

so kindly aided me. I am specially indebted to Prof. T. D. A. Cock-

erell, who generously placed in my hands all his valuable records.

In addition to his own collecting he also includes the material cap-

tured by Willmatte Porter (now Mrs. Cockered), and his late son.

Martin D. Cockerel!. This material he had determined by students
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of the various orders. I wish to mention the kindness and courtesy

shown me by Col/F. A. Blake and his family, and a]so Mr. Barker.

There are other lists that the student may consult with profit in

conjunction with this. They are are as follows :

Lists of the Lepidoptera and Coleoptera Collected in New Mexico. By E. H.

Snow.

Trans. Kansas Academy of Science, viii, 35, 1883.

The Entomology of the Mid-Alpine Zone of Custer County, Colorado. By T.

D. A. Cockerell, Trans. Amer. Ent. Soc, xx, 305, 1893.

Insects of the Hudsonian Zone, Psyche, vol. ix.

A first List of the Orthoptera of New Mexico. By Scudder and Cockerell,

Proc. Davenport Acad. Sciences, ix, 1902.

Some additional records have been entered from material collected

by Mr. Henry L. Viereck on the 29th and 30th of June of this year*

Unless otherwise stated the first letter after a species indicates the

name of the determiner, and the following letter or letters indicate

the collector.

LEPIDOPTERAOF BEULAH, NEWMEXICO.

BY HENRYSKINNER.

RHOPALOCERA.

Argynnis nitocris var. nigrocserulea

CkU.-f

nausicaa Edw.

aphrodite vnr. cypris Edw.

atlantis var. electa Edw.

Melitaea nuhigena Bahr.

Phyciodes tharos Drury.

Grapta commaHarr.

Vanessa antiopa Linn.

milberti Godt.

Pyrameis cardui Linn.

atalanta Linn.

Limenitis weidemeyeri.

Satyrus charon Edw.

Grapta faunus Edw. ' Lemonias nais Edw.

* 1902.

f Argynnis nitocris was described from a single male, by Mr. W. H. Edwards in

1874. It was taken in the White Mountains of northeast Arizona. The female

was described by the same author in the Can. Ent. in 1883. A few females have

heen taken in Colorado and Nevada. Strecker described a female from the Rio

Florida, S. W. Colorado, in 1883, under the name aberration nokomis. In 1900

Prof. Cockerell found a variety of the species at Beulah which he named nigro-

coerulea. This species has heen one of the great rarities in collections, and it is

probably due to the fact of its late flight and very local habitat. It was abundant

after the middle of August below Barker's ranch (7200 ft.), but I did not see a

single specimen in the canon above this place. Their headquarters seemed to

be between Barker's saw-mill and Heinlen's ranch. Their flight is swift and the

species is wary, but is readily taken if approached carefully while it is feeding on

the flowers of a tall sunflower which grows rather abundantly at this place in the


